@ 6 Lesson 1: Fantastic plastic
investigating the properties of different materials

Why is plastic such a popular material?

Plasticisused everywhere. Itislikely that your clothing and many of the things intheroomyou arein
contain plastic. Thisisbecauseitis ahugely versatile material that can be processed into lots of shapes,
sizesand colours. It canbereally flexible or super strong. In thislesson, children find out why plastic has
become such a popular material.

Science concepts Key vocabulary
The childrenwill consider that characteristic, irreversible, lightweight, marine,
« there are lots of different types of plastics which material, property, recycle, reusable, reversible,
have different properties single-use
« plasticiswidely used as a packaging material
because itislightweight, doesn’t break easily and You will need
canbere-usedandrecycled Each small group willneed access to:
 particular materials are chosen for different « reusable plastic bottle
products based ontheirproperties « single-use plastic bottle
« glassbottle
Science skills « metaldrinks can
« Observingand measuring « cardboarddrinks carton
* interpreting and communicating results « reusable metalbottle

 scales (optional)
- Additional Printable: Investigating the
properties of materials - data table
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