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	DINOSAUR TOP TRUMPS

	This section focuses on four dinosaurs, whose fossils have been found along the Jurassic Coast and on the Isle of Wight. Using evidence presented to them, children must investigate the clues and fill out their Top Trumps cards in order to see which Dinosaur is the winner!

	Key Stage 2
	Timing: 2 Lessons
	Science, Maths

	ACTIVITY
	LEARNING OUTCOMES
	RESOURCES

	Fossil Finder
Dinosaurs became extinct 65 million years ago, but their fossils can tell us about how they lived, what they ate and where they travelled.  Using the Fossil Finder Database on the Jurassic Coast website, ask the children to look for fossils that show us evidence of Dinosaurs on the Jurassic Coast. What types of fossils can they find and what do they tell us about the type of creature it was?  For example if your fossil is a pointed dinosaur tooth, what do you think this creature might have eaten?

Using Worksheet 1, ask the children to choose one Dinosaur fossil from the Fossil Finder Database and then fill out the factsheet for it.  Ask children to choose a fossil where it is clear they can identify the type of Dinosaur it is (e.g. Iguanodon). 

Dinosaur Top Trumps
[bookmark: _GoBack]Along the Jurassic Coast and on the Isle of Wight, we have fossil evidence for four main types of Dinosaurs: Megalosaur, Baryonyx, Polacanthus and Iguanodon.  Using their fossils, Palaeontologists have researched what they ate, how large they were and even how intelligent they were!  In groups of 3 or 4, allocate each group a Dinosaur and ask the children to fill out the Top Trumps Categories using the evidence provided.  

Age: Ask the children match their dinosaur on the graph and to find its age.
Size: Using the simple sum, children can calculate how long their dinosaur was.  A measuring tape stretched out will show children how large their dinosaurs were!
Intelligence: Using fruit as an analogy for brain size, ask the children to see whether they can establish how smart their dinosaur was. 
Footprint size:  Print or sketch out the footprints onto paper so they are to scale. Trace the paper outline onto stiff cardboard. Cut them out so children are able to place their feet and hands on top to see how they compare. 
Diet: Herbivore food - Collect leaves, branches and pinecones and bury them in a crate of bark chippings for children to find. Carnivore: Purchase a selection of dog toys such as meat steaks, bones and chicken legs. Bury the toys in a crate filled with red Gelli Bath to simulate the stomach of a carnivore. 

	· Express simple views and opinions
· Respond to simple questions
· Make simple observations
· Select basic but appropriate information
· Use simple scientific vocabulary
· Describe observations
· Compare and contrast
· Reason
· Communicate views and opinions appropriately
· Make simple explanations for observations
· Demonstrate understanding through explanation
· Make links and identify relationships between observations and outcomes
· Use appropriate scientific language

	Worksheet 1: Dinosaur Fossil Factsheet

Worksheet 2: Dinosaur Top Trump cards
Dinosaur age graph
Dinosaur intelligence graph

Variety of fruit:
Megalosaur: Grapefruit
Baryonyx: Orange
Iguanodon: Apple
Polacanthus: Lime
Dinosaur footprints, printed or sketched up to scale. 

Measuring tape

Lava Red ‘Gelli Baff’ 

Dog Toys: rubber bones, rubber chicken legs, rubber fish

Pine cones, leaves, branches

2 underbed storage crates



Worksheet 1: Dinosaur Fossil Factsheet
	Draw a sketch of your Dinosaur Fossil here and write a short description of what it is:
















	Name of your Dinosaur:


	How old is your fossil?


	Where was it found?


	Draw a picture of what your Dinosaur might have looked like.  You will need to know the name of your dinosaur in order to research it from a book or on the internet.  Label any interesting features about your dinosaur.  You could also label where your fossil might have come from on its body or from the environment it lived in. 
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HOW LONG WAS BARYONYX?
= 2.5 metres metres
x 5 =


















HOW LONG WAS POLACANTHUS?

= 2.5 metres metres
x 2 =

HOW LONG WAS MEGALOSAUR?

= 2.5 metres metres
x 4 =

HOW LONG WAS IGUANODON?
= 2.5 metres metres
x 4 = 


Size of Brain (Fruit)
Intelligence
HOW INTELLIGENT WERE THE DINOSAURS?
Clue: Larger fruit = Greater Intelligence
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Answers for Dinosaur Top Trumps
	Dinosaur
	Age
	Diet
	Length
	Intelligence
	Deadliness
	Footprint size

	Megalosaur
	150 – 170 million years
	Carnivore: other dinosaurs
	9m long x 3m height
	Grapefruit
	Sharp teeth and claws
	33 x 27cm

	Baryonyx
	125 – 130 million years
	Carnivore: fish
	12.5m long x 3m height
	Orange
	Sharp teeth and long jaws
	50 x 36cm

	Iguanodon
	124 – 129 million years
	Herbivore
	10m long x 3m height
	Apple
	Big, tall, heavy
	40 x 40cm

	Polacanthus
	125 – 129
million years
	Herbivore
	5m long x 2m height
	Lime
	Armoured scales and spikes
	15 x 12cm
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