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Student Portfolio Exemplar Z 
 
Please note: 
 

• The purpose of the exemplar portfolio is to give trainees taking part in the 
PSEA scheme a clear idea of the expectations for their own portfolio. 

• The exemplar portfolio has been assessed as meeting the standard for the 
PSEA. 

• The exemplar has been annotated. The comments are there to support 
trainees to develop their own reflective writing and to construct a portfolio 
that demonstrates how their knowledge, skills, practice and attitudes have 
changed over the course of the PSEA scheme. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
The PSTT Primary Science Enhancement Award 

for Initial Teacher Education  

N.B. This exemplar uses extracts from previous portfolio submissions. Errors of syntax, 
punctuation, grammar etc. in the trainees’ entries may not have been corrected. 
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PSEA Portfolio Exemplar Z 

STAGE 1:  ACTION PLAN 
 
STAGE 1: Self-Audit 
 

 
 

PSEA Guidance: 
 
These aims clearly demonstrate 
the trainee’s different areas of 
interest. 

pupils’ 
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PSEA Guidance: 
The trainee has shared their 
subject knowledge strengths and 
their previous experience of 
teaching science on placement. 
Their understanding of scientific 
enquiry is a useful addition. 
 

PSEA Guidance: 
The targets chosen are clear, 
achievable within the time frame, 
and are science focused. 
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PSEA Portfolio Exemplar Z 

STAGE 1: Personal Action Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSEA Guidance: 
 
The chosen activities have been 
well selected to fulfil all the PSEA 
criteria whilst also meeting the 
personal targets. 
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STAGE 2: TRAINEE ACTIVITY JOURNAL 
 
STAGE 2: Compulsory Activities 

 

 

 

PSEA Guidance: 
This is a clear summary of the 
article. It is a synopsis which 
demonstrates a sound 
understanding of this approach to 
learning. 
 
 

PSEA Guidance: 
 
Useful comment about checking 
understanding, which allowed 
children to share their scientific 
learning. It is also interesting to 
reflect on the opportunities to 
build science capital. 
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PSEA Portfolio Exemplar Z 

 
 

 
 

 

 

PSEA Guidance: 
This is a good reflection. It 
includes: 1) specific observations 
from the learning opportunity 2) 
the potential to address 
misconceptions 3) the effect on 
children’s learning and their 
science capital 
 

PSEA Guidance: 
This section gives an articulate 
summary of the activity and 
shares a clear rationale for 
choosing this resource. 
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PSEA Guidance: 
 
Well-chosen areas to reflect upon. 
 
 

leaders also shared their ideas for teachers to use in 
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PSEA Portfolio Exemplar Z 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PSEA Guidance: 
 
This section effectively 
summarises what has been learnt 
about the role of the science 
subject lead. 
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STAGE 2: Optional Activities 
 

 

 

 

PSEA Guidance: 
 
This section focuses on the likely 
impact the new subject 
knowledge will have on the 
children who are taught by the 
trainee. It is useful to consider 
possible misconceptions here. 
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PSEA Portfolio Exemplar Z 

 

 

 

 

PSEA Guidance: 
 
This section is thorough and 
demonstrates the impact of the 
scientific learning. 

PSEA Guidance: 
 
A little more detail about the 
lesson would have been helpful 
here. 

PSEA Guidance: 
 
Useful reflection - children 
adopting a keen interest in the 
science topic inspired by hands-on 
learning with links to real-world 
experiences. 
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PSEA Guidance: 
 
Valuable observation about the 
importance of the teacher’s 
subject knowledge in addressing 
misconceptions. 
 

PSEA Guidance: 
 
More information would be 
helpful here to establish the 
context. 
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PSEA Portfolio Exemplar Z 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PSEA Guidance: 
 
The strength of this reflection 
comes with the reference to the 
specific examples.  
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STAGE 3:  REVIEW 
 
STAGE 3: Action Plan Revisit 
 

 
 

 

 

PSEA Guidance: 
 
These reflections revisit the 
original aims, summarising how 
these have been met. 

PSEA Guidance: 
 
The original targets have been 
effectively reviewed here and it is 
clear that there has been a great 
deal of learning for the trainee. 
 
It would be good to list the 
targets as i, ii, iii, iv and v so that 
they can be clearly identified in 
this section. 
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PSEA Portfolio Exemplar Z 
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STAGE 3: Self-Assessment 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

A, B, C 

A, B, e 

PSEA Guidance: 
 
Succinct and relevant 
explanations, well-linked to the 
criteria. 
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PSEA Portfolio Exemplar Z 

 
 

 
 

A, B, e 

A, D, e 

PSEA Guidance: 
 
Succinct and relevant 
explanations, well-linked to the 
criteria. 
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A, C, e 

C, d, l 
PSEA Guidance: 
 
Succinct and relevant 
explanations, well-linked to the 
criteria. 
 


