
the picture will support them with learning to:

 construct explanations and link their ideas  
with evidence

 

  
genuine understanding

 
 

 

WHAT TO DO

Ask the children to discuss, in groups of three, the  
following questions:

 

and explaining

The eggs were laid by a cobra. The most common type 
of female cobra lays between ten and thirty eggs at once. 
They lay them on the ground, usually in a dip or hole. The 
shells of the eggs are softer than a chicken’s. The cobra 
guards the eggs from predators (e.g. the mongoose or wild 
boar) until they hatch, which takes around two months. 
The biggest type of cobra is a King Cobra which can be up 
to six metres long and can swim and climb trees as well as 
move extremely fast along the ground. 

What do you notice about the shells of the eggs? (focus on 
size, colour, texture, hardness)

Where are the eggs?

What kind of animals lay eggs?

Why did the animal lay so many eggs? 

Follow-on discussion ideas

Find pictures of cobras guarding their eggs and of the 
hatchlings emerging from their eggs. Discuss what threats 
there are to the eggs and to the hatchlings (predators, 
weather) and how the parent cobra protects their eggs, 
and how the hatchlings protect themselves (they are 
independent and fully venomous from birth).
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